[Angiographic-histological correlation of late exudative age-related macular degeneration].
To correlate the fluorescein angiographic (FAG) classification in age-related macular degeneration (AMD) with the histology of surgically excised choroidal neovascularization (CNV) membrane specimens. 36 subretinal lesions surgically excised during macular translocation were investigated by light microscopy. Histologic results were correlated with fluorescein angiographic findings. Classic CNV lesions showed a subretinal fibrovascular membrane on histological examination. About 50% of the investigated classic CNV lesions had additional subpigment epithelial components, too. Occult CNV lesions showed a subpigment epithelial fibrovascular membrane on histological examination. A common histological component in lesions of exudative age-related macula degeneration was the appearance of diffuse deposits at the choroidal side of the retinal pigment epithelium. Different FAG characteristics in exudative AMD lesions were comparable with the histological results. In correspondence with FAG classification the CNV membranes were localized in different positions in relation to the RPE.